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Mr. Bambridge's CASE againſt the Bill nom 
depending, to diſable him to hold or execute the Office of War- 
den of the Priſon of the Fleet; or to have or exerciſe any 
Authority relating thereto. 9 


HAT the ſaid Bambridge had no Concern in the Fleet Priſon, as Deputy or 
otherwiſe, till the 24th Day of June, 1727. 

THAT on the zoth of September laſt, he was appointed Warden by Let- 
ters Patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain. 

THAT upon a careful Peruſal of the ſaid Bill he cannot diſcern one ſingle 
Crime charged upon him ſince his Admiſſion into the ſaid Office, or before; or any po- 
ſitive Charge whatſoever againſt him, and therefore he muſt needs be at a loſs to know 
how to apply his Defence. | 

THAT under this Difficulty he hath with all poſſible Strictneſs examined into his own 
ConduR, ſince his firſt Concern in the ſaid Office, and likewiſe diligently inquired after 
all the Complaints that have been made againſt him relating thereto, and hopes he ſhall 
be able to make it appear, that thoſe Complaints are as groundleſs, as he is conſcious to 
himſelf that, with regard to the ſaid Office, he hath done no more than his Duty. | 

THAT as to permitting willful Eſcapes, he hath not been able to diſcover above ſix In- 
ſtances alledged againſt him; which were the Caſes of David Boyce, William Booth, 
William Kilbury, William Tayleur, James Barnes, and Thomas King: And as to the three 
firſt, he poſitively denies, that he permitted them, or either of them, to eſcape ; that he 
had no Cuſtody over them, or cither of them, rill after the Commencement of his Let- 
ters Patent as aforeſaid; and is poſitive, that neither of them haye made any Eſcape at all 
ſince. And as to the three latter, they never were in his Cuſtody. 

THAT as to any Breach of Truſt, he hath not, upon the moſt diligent Inquiry, been 
able to diſcover any Complaint againſt him, unleſs upon account of the ſuppoſed Eſcapes 
abovementioned ; nor doth he know, nor hath he heard, of any Crime, or Miſdemeanor, 
complained of againſt him, ſave ſuch as are hereafter mentioned, and anſwer'd by him. 

THAT as to the Charge of putting Facob Mendez Solas into Irons, it was done before 
Bambridge was cither Warden, or Deputy, or had any Concern in the ſaid Priſon, and 
happened upon this occaſion. Solas being greatly indebted for Chamber-Rent, Mr. Guybon, 
the then Deputy-Warden, had cauſed him to be diſpoſſeſſed of his Room for Non-Payment. 
Whercupon Bambridge, on Solas's Behalf, applied to Guybon to reſtore him; Guybon re- 
fuſed, urging it as a Reaſon, that upon Solass being firſt turned out of his Room, he had 
repoſſeſſed himſelf by Force, and had armed himſelf with Piſtols to ſhoot any one that 
ſhould oppoſe him ; ſoon after, Bambridge ſecing Solas, and intending to expoſtulate with 
him about ſuch Misbehaviour, called him to him; upon which ſome Servant of the then 
Warden's took that Opportunity and ſeized him by the Arms, and two loaded Piſtols were 
taken out of his Boſom ; whereupon Gaybon ordcr'd him to be put into Irons, as an ungo- 
vernable Perſon, where he was kept, by the Approbation of Mr. Huggins, till ſome of his 
Friends undertook for his future quiet Behaviour, and then he was releaſed; and upon pay- 
ing to Daniel Hopkins Part of the Arrears of his Chamber-Rent, for Mr. Guybon's Uſe, 
was reſtored to his Room; but ſince Bambridge hath been admitted, he hath been ſo far 
from terrifying Jo/as, that he hath treated him with all poſlible Civility. 8 

THAT as to the Caſe of Capt. John Mackpheaaris, that likewiſe happened before Bam- 
bridge was either Warden, or Deputy, and was thus: There was a great Riot and Mutiny 
in the Priſon : About 80 or 100 Priſoners, headed by Mackpheadris, having entred into a 
ſort of Aſſociation, ro pull down ſeveral Partitions within the Priſon, and not to ſuffer 
any of the Servants of the Priſon to interrupt them, -ox to come within the Priſon z Bam- 
bridge happen d to dine that Day with Mr. Huggins, to whom an Account thereof being then 
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brought, he, in regard that Mr. Gaybon was in an ill State of Health, deſired Bambriage in 
the Evening to ſee that all was qufet. And Bambridge going accordingly to ſee the Com- 
mon; ſide Gate lock d, was obſerv'd by Mackpheadris and ſome of his Party, who came up 
to Bambridge, and attack d him, and would have murder'd him, if Lights had not been 
brought in, andfhe reſcued from them. Next Morning Bambridge acquainted Mr. Huggins 
with what had paſſed, who thereupon deſired Bambridge to go and procure a Guard (as 
had been uſual in ſuch Caſes) to prevent further Miſchief; and to order Guybon to have 
Mackpheaaris put in Irons, which was done accordingly. 

TRHAr all this Mutiny and Riot was originally occaſioned by Mackpheadris's Non- 
Payment of Rent to Guybon, wherein Bambridge had no Concern or Intereſt. That Bam- 
bridge neither inſulted nor tortured him; and he was ſo far from being tortured, that upon 
his repreſenting that the Smith, in rivetting ane of the Irons, had jarr'd his Leg, twas in- 
ſtantly taken off, and only one ſingle Iron continued; and upon his reconciling himſelf 
to Mr. Huggins and Guybon, that likewiſe was taken off, and he reſtored to his Room. 

THAT as to the Affair of Sir William Rich, it happen'd in Bambridge's own Wardcn- 
ſhip : He had been a Priſoner in the King g. Bench, and came over without any other Cauſe 
than to do Bambridge a Miſchief: He was brought to Corbet's, and propoſed to return in 
a few Days, but ſtaid there above three Months, and having no Opportunity to accompliſh 
his Deſign he grew ſo troubleſome, and committed ſo many Diſorders, that Corbet would 
keep him no longer, ſo he was carry d into the Priſon, where he had no ſooner enter d than he 
ſtabb'd one of the Keepers for the Night three ſeveral times; and the next Morning, 

Bambridge going civilly to expoſtulate with him, was ſtabbed by him in the breaſt with 
a Shoemaker's Paring-Knife, provided on purpoſe, without any other Reaſon or Apology 
for ſo doing, than Damn you take that to your Heart : Upon which he was put in Irons. 

Tr as to the Cauſe of putting Capt. David Sinclair into the ſtrong Room, it hap- 
pen'd thus: Bambridze, on the firſt Day of Auguſt laſt, being then Deputy-Warden, and 
merrymaking with ſome Friends at Corbet's, about 12 at Night ſent one of his Officers 
into the Priſon to ſee if all things were quict, who ſoon after returned and told Bam- 
bridge, he had Intelligence that a Priſoner, in Execution for 10000 J. and upwards, was 
deſigning an Eſcape, he having that Afternoon ſent away ſeveral Trunks; upon which the 
Officer was ſent back, with Orders to patroul the Priſon for an Hour, and to obſerve what 
paſs d; and upon his Return between One and Two, he inform'd Bambridge that the ſaid 
Priſoner was up without a Candle, and that all or moſt of the Priſoners were quiet and 
in Bed, except in Sznclair's Room, which was adjoining and near the Apartment of the 
Perſon whoſe Eſcape was ſuſpected; thereupon e prevailed with his Friends to 
go with him into the Priſon, and ſceing a Light in Sinclairs Room, and hearing a great 
deal of Noiſe there, he deſired them to ſtay in the fore Yard, whilſt he went up Stairs to 
ſee what was doing at that unſeaſonable Hour. Upon his entering the Room where was 
Sinclair and five or ſix others, and civilly asking if they thought it not a reaſonable Time to be 
in Bed ; Sinclair reſented Bambridge's coming into the Room, or concerning himſelf with 
their Behaviour, and, without any other Provocation, immediately inſulted Bambridge, 
collard, ſtruck, and kick'd him, till the Watch came in to his Reſcue, and convey'd Sin- 
clair, for ſuch his Misbehaviour, to the ſtrong Room, where he continued intoxicated 
with Geneva, Punch, and other ſpirituous Liquors, for three or four Days, refuſing all 
manner of Accommodation; but as he became ſoberer, he was removed from thence to 
the Room of one K3z/bury, which he has ever ſince retained, and keeps to his own Ulc, 
without any manner of Conſideration whatſoever. 

THAT the ſaid Sinclair from the very firſt of his Commitment behaved in a very tur- 
bulent, diſorderly Manner; and altho' Bambridge had continual Complaints againſt him, 
for his riotous Behaviour, and perpetually incommoding his Fellow-Priſoners : Yet Bam- 
bridge was ſo far from improving any Difference upon ſuch Complaints, that he always 
endeavour, in the moſt courteous Manner, to diſſuade him from thoſe offenſive Practices, 
well knowing that the ſaid Sinclair, by all Means, ſought to create Diſturbances in the 
Priſon. : 

THAr Bambridge has been complained of for deſtroying Priſoners for Debt, of which 
two Inſtances have been given; the one in the Caſe of Robert Caſtell, and the other of 
John Holder. As to Caſtell, Bambridge and he lived with the utmoſt Friendſhip to 
each other. On the 22d of October laſt, as Bambridge was going to Bed, Caſtel! came, 
accompany'd with others, to acquaint him, That his Bail were there to ſurrender him : 
Whereupon Bambridge, to oblige Caſtell, with great Perſuaſion, prevailed upon the Bail 
to forbear for ſome Days. About tn Days after, the Bail came a ſecond Time for the ſame 
Purpoſe, and were again diſſuaded from it by Bambridge. At length, on the 14th of No- 
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he is not only puniſhable in the uſual Courſe of Law, as all other wrong Doers are, bur 


but by a voluntary Surrender in Diſcharge of Bail, and thereby they in ſome meaſure ſti- 


firmed and ſettled. And that the Spunging-Houſes are the ſame now as they were long before 


vember, they came and ſurrender'd him to the Tipſtaff, without Bambridge's Privity. That 
neither Bambridge nor Caſtell knew any thing of the Small. Pox being there at the Time 
of the Surrender; that there had been but one ſick Perſon there, and he actually recovered 
before it was known to either of them, nor was he ever ſeen by Caſtell, who was ſo far from 
thinking himſelf injur d by Bamhbridge, that he afterwards requeſted him to accommodate ſe- 
veral Affairs for him, which was done accordingly ; and whilſt Caſtell was continually acknow- 
ledging Bambridge's Civilities, and ſolliciting to get new Surcties for the Rules, and Bam. 
bridge ſtill continuing to do him ſeveral Services, he was taken ill of the Small- Pox and died. 

THAT as to Halder, he was a Perſon of very ill Behaviour, and ſo far from having any 
Effects of Value, that he was very poor, and maintain'd by his Relations. He lay in Priſon 
ſeveral Vears for a Debt of 70 or 80 J. and was diſpoſſeſs d of his Room for Non- Pay- 
ment of Rent; but upon the Application of his Friends was reſtored, and ſome Time after 
was taken ill of the Strangury and dy d. Bambridge being inform d that Jilſon and Pig- 
got, two Priſoners of ill Fame and Behaviour, had cauſed ſome of his Effects to be remo- 
ved, he did, as he thought it was his Duty, acquaint there with Charles Holder, Eſq; Bro- 
ther to the deceaſed, who took care of the Infant, and of the Effects which were inven- 
tory'd, and amounted to a very ſmall Value. That Piggot was turned out of the Priſon 
becauſe he was diſcharged ; and Wilſon ſome few Hours confined in the ſtrong Room for 
Drunkenneſs, and inſulting Bambridge for his Civility to the Holders (the Uncle and In- 
fant) by preventing his imbezzling the ſmall Remains of thoſe Effects. 

THAT theſe are all the particular Facts, he hath been able to collect, that hath been com- 
plained of againſt him, cither as to Elcapes, loading his Priſoners with Irons, putting them 
in Dungeons, or deſtroying them; and he hath this Conſolation to obſerve, that in the 
midſt of ſo much Calumny, that he hath been induſtriouſly loaded with, none of theſe 
ſuppoſed Inhamanities are pretendcd to haye been done by him for Gain. And all the In- 
ſtances of Eſcapes alledged againſt him are not true in Fact; and as to the three Inſtances of 
the Priſoners in Irons, two of them were before he had any Concern in the Priſon ; and 
the Caſe of the third was ſolemnly heard before all the Judges of the Court of Common- 
Pleas, who, after a full Hearing, by Council on both Sides, refuſed to relieve Sir Malliam 
Rich ; declaring that what the Warden had done therein was lawful and juſtifyable. 

THAT the ſaid Bambridge apprehends it is the Duty of every Keeper to preſerve the 
Peace within his Priſon z becauſe every Breach thereof, or other Diſorder there, tends to 
promote Eſcapes, which are highly penal to him; and that in Caſes of Riots, Mutinies, or other 
groſs Misbchaviour, he may by Law juſtify putting the Ringleaders intoſtrong Holds, and even 
into Irons; but when he does ſo, it is always at his Peril; and if it be without ſufficient Cauſe, 
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he is puniſhable in a ſummary Way, at the Diſcretion of the Court to which he belongs. 
Tur Priſoners in the Feet- Priſon, for the moſt part come thither not by Compullſion, | 


pulate to become true Priſoners to the Warden; and when he furniſhes them with Rooms 
for which Rent is fixed by Act of Parliament, if it ſhould not be in his Power to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs them for Non-Payment, he would be in a worſe Condition than any other of the 
King's Subjects, as having his Property detained from him, and no Poſſibility of any Sa- 
tisfaction for the Injury. | 

Tur in a Priſon where are ſuch great numbers of Priſoners, of whom the greateſt part 
come thither for their Extravagancies, it would be impoſlible to prevent Eſcapes, Mutinies, 
Riots, Tumults, and other Diſorders; if the Warden was not intruſted with a Power to re- 
ſtrain the Ringleaders, eſpecially ſince he is in ſo penal a Manner anſwerable for the Conſe- 
quences of them, and ſo frequently ſuffers by them; and it has been no new thing to put 
Priſoners of diſorderly Behaviour into Irons. 

THAT the faid Bambridge hath heard of ſome general Complaints, that he hath incouraged 
Spunging- Houſes to extort Money from Priſoners, and hath enhanced the Fees of the Priſon; 
to which he can only anſwer generally, that he hath taken no Fees but the old eſtabliſh'd 
Fees ſuch as were not fraudulently but fairly, and upon great and mature Deliberation con- | 


he was cither Warden or Deputy ; and that they are generally underſtood to be rather con- 
veniencies than otherwiſe, no Perſons being ever carried there but at their own Requeſt, or 
untill room can be made for them in the Priſon. 

THAT he humbly hopes, that no invidious Reports of-a few Facts tending to the preſerva- 
tion of the publick Peace of the Priſon, and the Prevention of Eſcapes and Riots, by reſtrain- 
ing of two or three of the principal Ringleaders, amongſt ſo many hundred deſperate Perſons, 
(eſpecially when not poſitively or particularly charged) ſhall be thought a ſufficient Founda- 
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THAT he hath expended very large Sums of Money in the Repairs of the Priſon, and by 
his Agreement with Mr. Cuthbert he hath but a Moiety of the Profits of the Office; and if 
this Bill ſhould paſs, he will have no Recompence for the laying out of ſuch large Sums. 

THAT in Caſe he hath been guilty of any the Offences for which His Majeſty's Attorney- 


General hath Orders to proſecute him, he will upon ſuch Proſecution be removed from his 
| Office by due courſe of Law. That he deſires nothing more than to put himſelf upon his Trial, 
as not doubting but that he ſhall be able to defend himſelf againſt any particular Charge that 
can be brought againſt him. : 


THAT he humbly apprehends, that the Proſecutions that are ordered, and arc now carry- 
ing on againſt him, will render the Proceedings on this Bill intirely unneceſſary: And there- 
fore hopes it will be thought more proper to leave his Caſe to a due Courſe of Law, than to 
puniſh him by a Law made ex poſt facto, and to which he can make no gegular Defence. 

THAT he hath permitted no Eſcapes, nor hath been guilty of any Breach of Truſt, or other 
Crime or Miſdemeanour whatſoever, in the Execution of his Office. That if he hath donc 
any Man any injury, either in or out of his Office, the Laws are open whereby he may be 
puniſhed. And therefore he humbly hopes the ſaid Bill ſhall not pals. 
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